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THE GILDED AGE (1877-1901)
Mark Twain and Charles Dudley Warner wrote The Gilded Age: A Tale of Today (1873) a satire of greed and corruption—refers to “gilding the lily,” an expression of unnecessary extravagance and spending—in the book, a poor Tennessee family tries to find the right time to sell 75,000 acres of unimproved land—the adopted daughter, Laura, goes to Washington, becomes a lobbyist and tries to persuade the federal government to buy the land

Between 1865-1894, US became the world’s greatest industrial power, in what was called The Second Industrial Revolution, producing more than the combined total of its three largest competitors—England, Germany and France—used abundant natural resources and government subsidies—the “regularization” of the finance system, with centralized money supply (“greenbacks”) and in 1863, the National Banking Acts created a national financial system

Railroad mileage tripled between 1860-1880, and tripled again by 1920—between 1860-1890, 500,000 patents were issued

Jay Cooke created capital investment firms

Development of a distinct class society as robber barons got richer and workers were degraded—Jefferson’s nightmare—the myth of the yeoman involved a sense of purpose and morality, and a culture of optimism and opportunity, which were qualities clearly lacking in the new corporations and the increasing control they gained—a desperate sense by workers of “looking back” to a better time-- At the same time, there were significant social conflicts between people who thought businesses deserved to operate without restriction and those who demanded regulation, while others dealt with the social consequences of the class in society through reform movements—
Concentration of wealth—in agricultural handcrafts and small factory economy, the markets were limited and local, each insulated by the high cost of transportation that prevented national ambitions—

By1900 

· The number of textile mills had dropped by 1/3 since the 1880s—

· The number of manufacturers of agricultural equipment fell by 60%

· Leather manufacturers dropped by 75%

· Locomotive industry—two companies controlled the market, compared to 19 in 1860
· One manufacturer of biscuits and crackers controlled 90% of the market-- Adolphus Green starts the American Biscuit & Manufacturing Company after acquiring forty different bakeries in 1890--in1898, William Moore and Green merge to form the National Biscuit Company, later known as Nabisco
· US Steel produced more than 50% of the country’s steel

· American Tobacco Co. produced 75% of all cigarettes

· Standard Oil controlled 80-90% of the country’s output

· Similar domination by

· American Sugar

· American Smelting and Refining

· United Shoe Manufacturing

According to the calculations of Myron W. Watkins, in the early 1800s, no single plant controlled more than 190% of the output of a manufacturing industry. By 1904, 78 enterprises controlled more than half the output of their industries, 57 controlled more than 60% of their industries and 28 controlled more than 80% of their industries
Frederick Townsend Martin reported attending parties where tobacco was wrapped in dollar bills so people could seek “the pleasure of inhaling money.”

In 1896, except for the railroads, there were fewer than 12 companies worth $10 million or more—by 1904, there were more than 300—these industrial giants controlled more than 40% of the country’s industrial capital


In Search of America. vol.  2. (1972) p. 12
Brought enormous social changes so the period up to World War I was a period of “movements” as people, and not just financiers, were in motion

Monopoly


Urbanization


Immigration and multi-ethnic society


Worker organization


“Identity groups”—civil rights, women’s rights, temperance, farmers, Populists

Substantial sectionalism, as the agricultural areas were facing the loss of land by small farmers and the exodus of farmers into the cities—the monopolies like the railroads seemed to crush everyone—Frank Norris wrote a famous book, The Octopus (1901) about the conflict between the ranchers and the railroad in California, involving the price of land given by the government to the Southern Pacific Railroad and the cost of transporting wheat—in urban areas, the growth of the factory system changed the landscape
THE SOUTH--The rise of industry in the south—huge flow of capital to displace agrarian society

Birmingham became center of coke and iron industries—the south became another colonial sphere of exploitation by northern bankers and industrialists—hundreds of thousands of workers move into mill villages, with whole families working the looms—per capita income was about ½ the national average—

THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

Blacks were still treated as inferiors—Jim Crow laws (named for Jim Jump Crow, a minstrel figure) maintained segregation—by 1883, sections of The Civil Rights Act of 1875 were declared unconstitutional and blacks were disenfranchised by poll taxes, literacy tests, “good character” and the “grandfather clause”—people could vote only if their grandparents were registered to vote on January 1, 1867—lynching and terror

January 14, 1878—in a decision Hall v. DeCuir, the Supreme Court ruled that railroads are under no obligation to provide equal accommodation to rail passengers, regardless of race-- Hall v. De Cuir came before the Supreme court when Mississippi banned separate compartments based on race, and a Mississippi steamboat company received many complaints from its white clientele for offering only racially mixed compartments for African-Americans and Whites. The steamboat company argued that the law unfairly hurt the company’s profits, and agreeing with this position, the Supreme Court held segregation is not up for the states to regulate and that regulation places a burden on interstate business.
The Civil Rights cases of 1883—ruled the Civil Rights Act of 1875 to be unconstitutional--five similar cases which ruled that the 13th and 14th amendments applied to government but not to “private actions” so individuals and businesses could “legally” discriminate on the basis of race—Congress does not have the power to regulate “private acts”--individuals prohibited from owning slaves but not from discriminatory behavior—ended all attempts by Radical Republicans to enforce equality in the south


Justice Joseph P. Bradley's majority opinion rejected the more radical interpretation of the new amendments. He held that the Fourteenth Amendment only prohibited state abridgement of individual rights. In Bradley's view the 1875 Civil Rights Act was an impermissible attempt by Congress to create a municipal code regulating the private conduct of individuals in the area of racial discrimination. He asserted that even private interference with such rights as voting, jury service, or appearing as witnesses in state court were not within the province of Congress to control. An individual faced with such interference had to look to state government for relief. Bradley also rejected the contention that the Thirteenth Amendment allowed Congress to pass the 1875 legislation, declaring that denial of access to public accommodations did not constitute a badge or incident of slavery. In his view such a broad construction of the Thirteenth Amendment would make the freed person “the special favorite of the laws.” 
         Justice John Marshall Harlan, a former slave owner, challenged the Court's narrow interpretation of the Fourteenth Amendment in his dissent. As he noted, Congress was attempting to overcome the refusal of the states to protect the rights denied to African-Americans that white citizens took as their birthright:
"My brethren say that when a man has emerged from slavery, and by the aid of beneficent legislation has shaken off the inseparable concomitants of that state, there must be some stage in the progress of his elevation when he takes the rank of a mere citizen, and ceases to be the special favorite of the laws, and when his rights as a citizen, or a man, are to be protected in the ordinary modes by which other men's rights are protected. It is, I submit, scarcely just to say that the colored race has been the special favorite of the laws. What the nation, through Congress, has sought to accomplish in reference to that race is, what had already been done in every state in the Union for the white race, to secure and protect rights belonging to them as freemen and citizens; nothing more. The one underlying purpose of congressional legislation has been to enable the black race to take the rank of mere citizens. The difficulty has been to compel a recognition of their legal right to take that rank, and to secure the enjoyment of privileges belonging, under the law, to them as a component part of the people for whose welfare and happiness government is ordained." 
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In 1900, 84% of black workers were agricultural laborers, tenant or independent farmers, or domestics, mainly service and laundry—16% worked in forests, sawmills, mines and in northern cities—at the end of the Civil War, ½ of all skilled tradesmen had been black--

Plessy v Ferguson (1896)—Homer Adolph Plessy was arrested in Louisiana under a state law, Act 111, passed in 1890, that required separate accommodations, including separate railroad cars, for blacks and whites—a group of citizens formed The Citizens Committee to Test the Separate Car Act, raised substantial money and hired Albion W. Tourgee (also a famous novelist) as lead counsel and got Plessy, born a free man and an “octoroon” (or 1/8 black) to carry out civil disobedience—Plessy could pass for white, bought a first-class ticket and then announce that he was “colored”--group even hired a detective to make sure that Plessy was arrested for violation of Act 111, and not for vagrancy—on June 7, 1892, Plessy boarded the East Louisiana Railroad—at his trial, Judge John Howard Ferguson ruled that the state could regulate railroads so long as they operated within the state—appealed to the Supreme Court, which supported Louisiana by a 7-1 majority—Justice Brown wrote that the legal separation did not “stamp the colored race with a badge of inferiority”—in his dissent, Justice Harlan wrote that this decision would  be as infamous as the Dred Scott decision  because the constitution ought to be “color blind”
Watermelon Eating Contest 
Filmmakers: William Heise and James White (for Raff & Gammon). Shot: by early September 1896; © no reg. Print: MoMA. Following the move to projection and fostered in part by the increasing diversity of subject matter, Thomas Edison and other American production companies put scenes of well-known racial stereotypes on the screen, black chicken thieves and watermelon eaters among them. 
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Ida B. Wells (1862-1931)— born in MS, she was an early feminist: “I will not begin at this late day by doing what my soul abhors; sugaring men, weak deceitful creatures, with flattery to retain them as escorts or to gratify a revenge."—in 1883, she refused to give up her seat on a railroad car to a white man and was pulled off the train—this was after The Civil Rights Act of 1875 had been declared unconstitutional—the whole issue of racism involved the alleged threats by black men on white women—southern Democrats claimed that allowing black men to vote would lead to widespread miscegenation—lynching was the most violent form of opposition to civil rights
Wells began her anti-lynching crusade in Memphis in 1892 when three black grocers, who were perceived to be taking business from white grocers, were lynched—began to publicize the unpunished lynchings in the south and toured the country to show that assaults by white men on black women were much more common—also showed that issue of mob violence, part of the changing economic and social structure of the south, as white men lost their “patriarchal power” and used white women as “a shield”—Wells was threatened in Memphis and her print shop was wrecked—by 1892, she helped organize the Women’s Loyal Union, which later became (1896) the National Association of Colored Women—eulogized by DuBois in 1931 as the woman “who began awakening the conscience of the nation” 
T. Thomas Fortune (1891) organized the Afro-American League to “preserve Negro identity”—tried to get Oklahoma Territory declared a black state—

Bishop Henry McNeal Turner—the Constitution is “a dirt rag, a cheat, a libel . . . that should be spit on by every Negro”—organized in 1894 the International Migration Society to encourage emigration to Liberia—

WEB DuBois—first black scholar of black societies—said that blacks should demand full citizenship by organizing—had historic debates with Booker T. Washington


Booker T. Washington (1856-1915)—in his speech at the Atlanta Cotton States and International Exposition in 1895, Washington gave before a predominantly white audience a speech that has been recognized as one of the most important and influential speeches in American history.

Washington began with a call to the blacks, who comprised one third of the Southern population, to join the world of work. He declared that the South was where blacks were given their chance, as opposed to the North, especially in the worlds of commerce and industry. He told the white audience that rather than rely on the immigrant population arriving at the rate of a million people a year, they should hire some of the nation's eight million blacks. He praised blacks' loyalty, fidelity and love in service to the white population, but warned that they could be a great burden on society if oppression continued, stating outright that the progress of the South was inherently tied to the treatment of blacks and protection of their liberties.
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He addressed the inequality between commercial legality and social acceptance, proclaiming that "The opportunity to earn a dollar in a factory just now is worth infinitely more than the opportunity to spend a dollar in an opera house." However, Washington also endorsed segregation by claiming that blacks and whites could exist as separate fingers of a hand.

“It is at the bottom of life that we must begin and not at the top.”—publicly denied any interest in civil rights or social equality-advocated that blacks learn industrial trades--his theory was that by providing needed skills to society, African Americans would play their part, leading to acceptance by white Americans. He believed that blacks would eventually gain full participation in society by showing themselves to be responsible, reliable American citizens—Tuskegee Institute (1881) was set up to train teachers of agriculture and trades—Washington got enormous support from white philanthropists to build a network of black schools, including Hampton Institute and Tuskegee—was later, by 1909, criticized by people like DuBois for being too conservative on civil rights—Up From Slavery, published in 1901, is an important book in US (and civil rights history)
Washington was invited to dinner at the White House by TR, a move denounced by Senator Ben “Pitchfork” Tillman (D-SC) who shrieked “The action of President Roosevelt in entertaining that n***** will necessitate our killing a thousand n****** in the South before they learn their place again.” [see photo on p. 536]
TR discharged 167 black soldiers from the Army in 1906 because they were accused of protecting another soldier who had killed a white saloonkeeper in Brownsville, TX—

1906—major race riot in Atlanta----250 killed during attacks on “Dark Town” by whites—led to questions about accommodation by “Negroes”

THE FARMERS MOVEMENT
The expansion of US agriculture into the global market made it risky—in 1890, a severe drop in prices:

· Wheat dropped from $1/bushel in 1870 to $ .60/bushel in the 1890s

· Cotton dropped from $ .15/pound to $ .05/pound

· Corn fell from $ .45/bushel to $ .30/bushel and in some places as low as $ .10/bushel so farmers burned their corn for fuel--

The changed conditions for farmers, a kind of end for the Jeffersonian yeomen, were described by Senator William Alfred Peffer in his book, The Farmer’s side: his troubles and their remedy (1891):
                          Chapter II--CHANGED CONDITION OF THE FARMER.

       The American farmer of to-day is altogether a different sort of a man from his ancestor of fifty or a hundred years ago. A great many men and women now living remember when farmers were largely manufacturers; that is to say, they made a great many implements for their own use. Every farmer had an assortment of tools with which he made wooden implements, as forks and rakes, handles for his hoes and plows, spokes for his wagon, and various other implements made wholly out of wood. Then the farmer produced flax and hemp and wool and cotton. These fibers were prepared upon the farm; they were spun into yarn, woven into cloth, made into garments, and worn at home. Every farm had upon it a little shop for wood and iron work, and in the dwelling were cards and looms ; carpets were woven, bed-clothing of different sorts was prepared ; upon every farm geese were kept, their feathers used for supplying the home demand with beds and pillows, the surplus being disposed of at the nearest market town. During the winter season wheat and flour and corn meal were carried in large wagons-~drawn by teams of six to eight horses a hundred or two hundred miles to market, and traded for farm supplies for the next year—groceries and dry goods. Besides this, mechanics were scattered among the farmers. The farm wagon was in process of building a year or two ; the material was found near the shop; the character of the timber to be used was stated in the contract; it had to be procured in a certain season and kept in the drying process a length of time specified, so that when the material was brought together in proper form and the wagon made, both parties to the contract knew where every stick of it came from, and how long it had been in seasoning. During winter time the neighborhood carpenter prepared sashes and blinds and doors and molding and cornices for the next season's building. When the frosts of autumn came the shoemaker repaired to the dwellings of the farmers, and there, in a corner set apart to him, he made up shoes for the family during the winter. All these things were done among the farmers, and a large part of the expense was paid with products of the farm. When winter approached the butchering season was at hand ; meat for family use during the next year was prepared and preserved in the smoke house. The orchards supplied fruit for cider, for apple butter, and for preserves of different kinds, amply sufficient to supply the wants of the family during the year, with some to spare. Wheat was thrashed, a little at a time, just enough to supply the needs of the family for ready money, and not enough to make it necessary to waste one stalk of straw. Everything was saved and put to use.
One of the results of that sort of economy was that comparatively a very small amount of money was required to conduct the business of farming. A hundred dollars average probably was as much as the largest farmers of that day needed in the way of cash to meet the demands of their farm work, paying for hired help, repairs of tools, and all other incidental expenses, because so much was paid for in produce.

Coming from that time to the present, we find that everything nearly has been changed. All over the West particularly the farmer thrashes his wheat all at one time, he disposes of it all at one time, and in a great many instances the straw is wasted. He sells his hogs, and buys bacon and pork; he sells his cattle, and buys fresh beef and canned beef or corned beef, as the case may be; he sells his fruit, and buys it back in cans. If he raises flax at all, instead of putting it into yarn and making gowns for his children, as he did fifty years or more ago, he thrashes his flax, sells the seed, and burns the straw. Not more than one farmer in fifty now keeps sheep at all; he relies upon the large sheep farmer for the wool, which is put into cloth or clothing ready for his use. Instead of having clothing made up on the farm in his own house or by a neighbor woman or country tailor a mile away, he either purchases his clothing ready made at the nearest town, or he buys the cloth and has a city tailor make it up f6r him. Instead of making implements which he uses about the farm—forks, rakes, etc., he goes to town to purchase even a handle for his axe or his mallet; he purchases twine and rope and all sorts of needed material made of fibers; he buys his cloth and his clothing; he buys his canned fruit and preserved fruit; he buys hams and shoulders and mess pork and mess beef; indeed, he buys nearly everything now that he produced at one time himself, and these things all cost money.

Besides all this, and what seems stranger than anything else, whereas in the earlier time the American home was a free home, unencumbered, not one case in a thousand where a home was mortgaged to secure the payment of borrowed money, and whereas but a small amount of money was then needed for actual use in conducting the business of farming, there was always enough of it among the farmers to supply the demand, now, when at least ten times as much is needed, there is little or none to be obtained, nearly half the farms are mortgaged for as much as they are worth, and interest rates are exorbitant.
As to the cause of such wonderful changes in the condition of farmers, nothing more need be said in this place than that the railroad builder, the banker, the money changer, and the manufacturer undermined the farmer. 
The critical aspect for the farmers was the banking system, and the railroads which charged exorbitant freight rates for farm products, especially on short hauls—in the south, the debt peonage from Reconstruction that had been directed at black farmers now affected all of them—to get seed and supplies, farmers had to commit their crops to “furnishing merchants’ who charged high interest rates
So farmers organized:

The National Grange of the Order of Patrons of Husbandry (or The Grange)—founded in 1867 as a social and educational organization and had almost 900,000 members by 1875—many local granges established cooperatives, often supplied by wholesaler Aaron Montgomery Ward—political pressure got Extension Bureaus, Rural Free Delivery and financial credit unions for farmers—also supported temperance and women’s suffrage (Susan B. Anthony’s last public appearance in 1903 was at a National Grange Convention)—
· also got state legislation passed to regulate the railroads and won support in the Supreme Court decision Munn v. Illinois (1877), written by Chief Justice Morrison Renwick Waite, appointed by Grant  In it, he upheld legislation proposed by the National Grange to regulate grain elevator rates, declaring that business interests (private property) used for public [image: image4.png]


good could be regulated by government. This decision also affected similar laws governing railroad rates; as they were also deemed private utilities serving the public interest, the laws governing their rates were constitutional as well. In Munn v. Illinois, the Supreme Court decided that the Fourteenth Amendment (because the Grangers asserted their due process right to property was being violated) did not prevent the State of Illinois from regulating charges for use of a business' grain elevators
· the US Supreme Court eventually ruled that regulation was a federal issue in Wabash v Illinois (1886)
The Farmers Alliance—founded by three main groups, which understood the need for unity among farmers and pursued similar objectives, even though the three organizations remained independent of each other—a main goal was the abolition of the crop-lien system, which was prevalent from the 1870s through the 1920s, in which farmers borrowed against the next year’s crop—the merchants who took the liens often had to borrow money themselves, and passed along the interest to the farmers—continued the tenant farming and sharecropping systems that developed during Reconstruction—like the Knights, the Alliance was multi-racial, a huge change for the period:

· The Northern or Northwestern Alliance, which originated in Cook County, IL and supported the enactment of a more equitable tax system on mortgage property, passage of an income tax law, abolition free travel passes to public officials, and regulation of interstate commerce by Congress—spread into Kansas, Nebraska and other Midwestern states—sponsored travelling lecturers
· The Southern Alliance—cotton farmers developed in 1887 through the merger of several smaller organizations: the Texas Alliance (founded in 1875) and the Louisiana Union  to fight “landsharks and horse thieves”—by 1887, they had 200,000 members and by 1890, more than 1 million
· The Colored Farmers’ Alliance and Co-operative Union—started in Houston County, Texas in December, 1886 and included both black farmers and black farm workers and its charter excluded whites, the order’s statement of principles was in the vein of Booker T. Washington, promoting economic self-sufficiency and racial ‘uplift’ through vocational training at the expense of demands for political equality. They tried to educate the farmers about better farming tactics and techniques, and set up exchanges in the ports of Norfolk, Charleston, Mobile, New Orleans and Houston where members could go in order to purchase discounted items required for their farming—Tom Watson stated: “the colored tenant is in the same boat as the white tenant . . . and . . . the accident of color can make no difference in the interests of farmers, croppers and laborers.”(p. 490)
The Alliance donated supplies to strikers during the great southwestern strike in 1886

Many Alliance chapters all set up their own local cooperative stores, which bought directly from wholesalers and sold their goods to farmers at a lower rate. Some of these stores reported annual sales ranging from $5,000 to $36,000 and claimed to sell goods at 20 to 30 percent below regular retail price. Such stores achieved only limited success, however, since they faced the hostility of wholesale merchants, local bankers and large manufacturers and had difficulty arranging credit. Moreover, local retail merchants sometimes retaliated against the Alliance stores by temporarily lowering their prices in order to drive the Alliance stores out of business. Additionally, the Farmer's Alliance established its own mills for flour, cottonseed oil, and corn, as well as its own cotton gin. Such facilities allowed debt-laden farmers, who often had little cash to pay third-party mills, to bring their goods to markets at a lower cost—the co-operative vision was similar to the Knights of Labor so the two organizations joined in 1892 to create the Populist Party—the alliance finally fragmented, under pressure from the banks and railroads, who would boycott the Alliance and refuse to buy or transport its commodities, and from divisions among the farmers—created a “movement” in the rural areas, however
Interstate Commerce Act (1887) was the result of the Wabash decision and established some federal regulation through the ICC—widespread resentment against the railroads as transporters and as employers
February 9, 1889—recognizing the importance of agriculture, The US Department of Agriculture is made a cabinet position, and Norman J. Coleman is appointed as secretary of Agriculture--

1888-Thomas Edison produced the first moving picture, using technology developed by George Eastman of Rochester, the founder of Kodak--
THE GROWTH OF THE CITIES
Millions of people moved from the farms into urban areas, joining immigrants, as cities like Chicago doubled their population every ten years—more than 14 million people emigrated to the US, now from southern and eastern Europe, and a new word “slum” (from the Irish word for “exposed vulnerable place”) and more than 11 million people moved from rural areas into cities between 1870-1900
In his book, On Self and Social Organization (1909) the sociologist Charles Horton Cooley stated:” Humanity demands that men should have sunlight, fresh air, the sight of grass and trees. It demands these things for the man himself, and it demands them still more urgently for his wife and children." One major cause of  hope was "the 'rise of the suburbs'. . . which furnishes the solid basis of a hope that the evils of city life, so far as they result from overcrowding, may be in large part removed."
The structure of the cities, with obvious class differences, became a major political topic—many reformers, like Jacob Riis, thought that by exposing the wealthy to the situation of the poor, changes could be forced—Riis used new technology with a camera and a flash bulb [see photo on p. 523]

The origin of the word slum is thought to be the Irish phrase 'S lom é (pron. s'lum ae) meaning "it is a bleak or destitute place"--
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IMMIGRATION

January 1, 1892—Ellis Island opened to receive immigrants—processed 12 million immigrants until it closed in 1954—sent them to the Central Railroad of New Jersey station for transportation throughout the US-- generally, those immigrants who were approved spent from two to five hours at Ellis Island. Arrivals were asked 29 questions including name, occupation, and the amount of money carried. Those with visible health problems or diseases were sent home or held in the island's hospital facilities for long periods of time. More than three thousand would-be immigrants died on Ellis Island while being held in the hospital facilities. Some unskilled workers were rejected because they were considered "likely to become a public charge”-- The Kissing Post is a wooden column outside the Registry Room, where new arrivals were greeted by their relatives and friends, typically with tears, hugs and kisses—[see photo on p. 466]
Emma Lazarus (1849-1887)—a poet and daughter of Portuguese Sephardic Jews, her sonnet “The New Colossus” (1883) became the plaque on The Statue  of Liberty-- She is known as an important forerunner of the Zionist movement who argued for the creation of a Jewish homeland thirteen years before Theodore Herzl began to use the term “Zionism,” derived from the word Zion, referring to Jerusalem
The New Colossus
Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame,
With conquering limbs astride from land to land;
Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand
A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame
Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name
Mother of Exiles. From her beacon-hand
Glows world-wide welcome; her mild eyes command
The air-bridged harbor that twin cities frame.
"Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp!" cries she
With silent lips. "Give me your tired, your poor,
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed to me,
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!"

[See immigration on pp 464-465]

Immigration became a controversy again as the economy faltered—one newspaper editorialized “These people are not Americans, they are the very scum and offal of Europe” while Powderly claimed that the immigrants were “herded together like animals and lived like beasts” (p. 467)—some anti-immigration politicians like Henry Lodge proposed literacy tests but President Cleveland—acting for the biggest industrialists who wanted a huge increase in illiterate workers for the mass production industries like steel—vetoed the bill

In 1888, the first Bessemer steel beams were forged in Pittsburgh, enabling “skyscrapers,” as the buildings were called, to be constructed—the first was the 11-story Tower Building in NYC—[see photo on p. 460 and 462]
Racism and the movement to restrict immigration—scapegoats for a changing economy—
REFORM MOVEMENTS

The Progressive Movement was not to reform individuals but to reform society (Roark, 515)—opposed the gospel of wealth and Social Darwinism--
 
In opposition to industrial growth but often “middle class”—people who were not directly affected and, motivated by religious, social or political beliefs, tried to change conditions for the working class—all “organizations” grew, mainly in response to the growth of the most powerful, the corporation, or trust—fraternal, labor and farmers groups organized—also a time for social visionaries, who saw the social changes as opportunity

SOCIAL GOSPEL MOVEMENT

These movements were in direct opposition to Social Darwinism, which felt that the white Anglo-Saxon Protestants were the pinnacle of civilization-- and to “The Gospel of Wealth” in which Carnegie said that the concentration of wealth was “beneficial for society”—JDR stated that “the growth of a large business was the working out of a law of nature and a law of God”—raised the issue of “middle class” reform and charity as solutions to structural problems of low wages, bad housing and unsanitary conditions—“a social conscience” assumes the continued existence of a class structure with a concern by the wealthy for the poor—workers’ movements tried to change the structure so that reliance on charity and “good works” would not be necessary
Social gospel movement tried to change conditions by publicizing the bad housing and working condition, assuming that the reason that more people did not oppose the bad conditions was out of ignorance—the Knights of Labor created support in Massachusetts for the first Bureau of Labor Statistics, headed by Carroll D. Wright, a statistician, from 1873-1878, and then of the federal BLS from 1885-1905—also did the formal investigation of the Pullman strike—same motives that led to The Other America (1962) and Nickeled and Dimed (2002)-- the denominations (including Catholics) engaged in foreign missions, which often had a social gospel component in terms especially of medical uplift. The Black denominations, especially the African Methodist Episcopal church (AME) and the African Methodist Episcopal Zion church (AMEZ) had active programs in support of the Social Gospel
Dwight Moody, Washington Gladden and Charles Sheldon were influential preachers who led large revivals for the social gospel—“salvation and social betterment”—Sheldon, author of In His Steps (1899) created the phrase “What would Jesus do?”—Gladden urged Congregationalists to turn down a gift from Rockefeller because it was “tainted money”—Charles H. Parkhurst put on a disguise and toured NYC brothels to publicize the link between “political corruption and urban vice”--

Rerum Novarum (Latin for Of New Things) is an encyclical issued by Pope Leo XIII on May 15, 1891. It was an open letter, passed to all Catholic bishops that addressed the condition of the working classes. The encyclical is entitled: “Rights and Duties of Capital and Labor,” which discussed the relationships and mutual duties between labor and obtaining capital, as well as government and its citizens. Of primary concern was the need for some amelioration for “The misery and wretchedness pressing so unjustly on the majority of the working class.” It supported the rights of labor to form unions, rejected communism and unrestricted capitalism, while affirming the right to private property.

THE SETTLEMENT HOUSE MOVEMENT

1886—opening of the University Settlement House in NYC—Lillian Wald, a nurse attending medical school, recruited other nurses to live in the tenement district “to identify with the neighborhood socially and . . . contribute to it our citizenship.”—created the term “public health nurse” and founded the Henry Street Settlement House, which was supported by wealthy Jews, and developed the Visiting Nurse Program—had a staff of 27 nurses by 1906--by 1911, there were more than 400 settlement houses nationwide

John R. Mott—a national student Volunteer Movement was established to channel the evangelical social activism of young men and women—encouraged missionary work—Mott later became national secretary of the YMCA—in 1890, Dr. James Naismith hung a peach basket from a pole at the YMCA Training school in Springfield, MA, and basketball was “invented”

Jane Addams and Hull House—both sociological study and political action—she was supported by “the social gospel,” which combined reform politics with religion—a society of co-operation rather than competition—apply “the ethics of Jesus”—settlement houses helped immigrants, especially women, assimilate by offering child care and classes in English, cooking, health care and nutrition—this movement was also a early feminism since it tried to help women enter the work force (a mixed blessing because many of the jobs were in sweat shops in the large cities)—Gerard Swope, president of GE from 1922-1944, volunteered at Hull House, teaching English, electronics, and algebra and met his wife, Mary Hill Swope, before leaving in 1899 to become a VP for Western Electric in St. Louis—Mary stayed for several years and their letters are a great source of information—Swope served in 1934 on the panel that created Social Security [Photo of  Addams on p.514]
THE WOMEN’S MOVEMENT
 
January 10, 1878—Senator A(aron) A(ugustus) Sargent, a Republican from Nevada City, CA,  introduced a woman’s suffrage amendment into Congress—

September 1, 1878—the first female telephone operator hired in Boston


February, 1879—women attorneys now allowed to bring cases before the US Supreme Court—on March 3, Belva Lockwood becomes the first woman admitted—in 1884 and 1888, she ran for President on the National Equal Rights Party ticket--in 1884, the Atlanta Constitution referred to her as "old lady Lockwood" and warned male readers of the dangers of "petticoat rule.”
National American Women’s Suffrage Association (1890) was headed by younger women, as Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, who has headed the movement since the Seneca Falls convention in 1848—argued for women’s suffrage based on three points:

1. Women need the vote to pass laws protecting against rape and unsafe industrial work

2. Enfranchisement would clean up politics and bring “women’s morality” into public life

3. White middle-class women should be able to vote to balance the ignorance of immigrant men—Carrie Chapman Catt stated “Government is menaced with great danger . . . in the votes possessed by the males in the slums of the cities” (1894)


Colorado (1893), Idaho (1896) and Utah (1896) had women’s suffrage--

A large number of women’s clubs were founded, often in response to their exclusion from men’s clubs—the umbrella group, the General Federation of Women’s Clubs wanted to attract southern women so they excluded black women—devoted themselves to “civic usefulness
THE TEMPERANCE MOVEMENT—supported by churches, with an element of anti-immigrant politics—stigmatized Irish, German and Italian immigrants--by the 1870s, there was one saloon for every 15 males—even unions, led by Terrence Powderly, opposed alcohol and employers wanted an end to absenteeism—in immigrant communities, the beer halls or saloons were cultural centers, and a base for political power and social mobility—by the 1850s, Maine had a state law banning the sale of liquor—campaigned to close taverns on Sundays, a duplication of “blue laws” passed in the early colonies—called “blue” as a reference to the color of stockings wore by Cromwell’s supporters in Parliament in 1653, although a myth developed that the early prohibition laws were printed on blue paper--

Women’s Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) was founded in 1874 to advocate for abstinence—used abuse of women and children by drunken men as a basis—at first, the WCTU used moral suasion but by 1880, it moved to political activism—and joined with the prohibition Party—Frances Willard became president in 1879 and began to view alcoholism as a disease and not just as a sin and social action, not prayer, was the solution—poverty was the cause, not the result, of drinking—also encouraged the hiring of female police officers and joined with the Knights for better working conditions—the WCTU monthly magazine was called The Union Signal—Willard argued that women need to be able to vote to “protect home and family”—[photo of Willard on p. 488]


Addams and some of her supporters refused to marry because “marriage looked so impoverished,” as it assumed roles for women—conflicting pressures between private and public lives—“government is only housekeeping on a grand scale”

THE CONSUMER MOVEMENT—Aaron Montgomery Ward changed the way that retail sales were conducted, appealing especially to rural farmers who were controlled by local merchants—a travelling salesman, Ward conceived a new merchandising technique: direct mail sales to country people. It was a time when rural consumers longed for the comforts of the city, yet all too often were victimized by monopolists and overcharged by the costs of many middlemen required to bring manufactured products to the countryside. The quality of merchandise also was suspect and the hapless farmer had no recourse. Ward shaped a plan to buy goods at low cost for cash. By eliminating intermediaries, with their markups and commissions, and drastically cutting selling costs, he could sell goods to people, however remote, at appealing prices. He then invited them to send their orders by mail and delivered the purchases to their nearest railroad station-- the world's first general merchandise mail-order catalog with 163 products listed. It is said that in 1880, Aaron Montgomery Ward himself initially wrote all catalog copy-- Ward's catalog soon was copied by other enterprising merchants, most notably Richard Warren Sears, who mailed his first general catalog in 1896.
THE LABOR MOVEMENT AND WORK
Working conditions changed as artisans disappeared and factories grew—sweatshops and “outwork” were common—more demand for “common laborers”—many young women worked in factories which duplicated housework: sewing and tailoring, laundries, and took work as domestics—increase in child labor—the managers earned about 30 times the wages of a worker (in contrast to the 470 times in 2008)
Deskilling—the development of modern industry

Managers and “white collars”—as businesses grew, management was separated from ownership—
Record keeping—created secretarial workers—inventions like the adding machine, the typewriter and the cash register
The Knights of Labor (1869)—created as a secret organization by Uriah Stephens in Philadelphia and mixed assemblies—“the universal brotherhood” welcomed all workers—unskilled, foreign-born, ethnic origins--farmers and everyone except “parasites”: bankers, stockbrokers, gamblers, lawyers and liquor dealers—the rituals of Freemasonry—“ideology, unionism, culture, fraternalism, and mysticism” (Roark, p. 686)--went public in 1881 after Terence V. Powderly, president of the Knights (1879-1893)  met with the American bishop, James Gibbons, to persuade the pope to remove sanctions against Roman Catholics who joined unions. This was accomplished by doing away with the membership rituals influenced by freemasonry and removing the words "The Holy and Noble Order of" from the name of the Knights of Labor in 1882--grew after the decline of the National Labor Union in 1873—accepted women, like Leonora Barry and Mother Jones, and blacks, like Frank Farrell and had 10,000 women and 50,000 black members by 1886, but opposed Chinese immigration—greatest growth under the presidency of Powderly—great strike against the Union Pacific Railroad (1884) and against the Wabash (1885) and the great Southwestern Railroad strike  against Jay Gould (1885) and by 1886, the Knights had more than 750,000 members—advocated a “cooperative commonwealth” and saw union organization as simply a step to this future
[image: image6.jpg]


Amalgamated Association of Iron and Steel Workers (1876)—had 20,000 skilled workers as members in a craft union when the iron industry, and later steel, was not fully mechanized--
The American Federation of Labor (1886)—craft unions who believed in “pure and simple unionism”—Samuel Gompers was elected president and served until his death in 1924—skilled, white men whose unions absorbed some of the Knights members when the Knights began to fall apart after the loss  of the second Southwest strike and the Haymarket Square incident, which Powderly refused to support--“business unionism” which recognized the rights of owners and the place of workers as subordinates—tried to convince employers that the AFL was the conservative alternative to working class radicalism
First Labor Day Parade—1882—for the 8-hour day
Mill towns and company towns—like Sparrows Point, Pullman and Amoskeag—Homestead was not an official company town but all workers lived in economically segregated sections—“planned communities” with control of workers as a goal--

Haymarket Affair (May 4, 1886)—grew out of the strike by molders at McCormick Reaper—after a peaceful rally a pipe bomb exploded, killing one Chicago police officer, Mathew Degan--eight people connected directly or indirectly with the rally and its anarchist organizers were arrested afterward and charged with Degan's murder: August Spies, who had been a principal speaker at the rallies for the striking workers, Albert Parsons, Adolph Fischer, George Engel, Louis Lingg, Michael Schwab, Samuel Fielden and Oscar Neebe. Five (Spies, Fischer, Engel, Lingg and Schwab) were German immigrants and a sixth, Neebe, was a U.S. citizen of German descent—after a show trial at which their anarchist belief were attacked, even though there was no direct evidence linking any of the defendants to the bomb—prosecution insisted that their anarchist beliefs were responsible, even though Parsons’ brother claimed to have evidence that the bomb was thrown by a Pinkerton-- The jury returned guilty verdicts for all eight defendants – death sentences for seven of the men, and a sentence of 15 years in prison for Neebe.—on November 11, 1887, four men were hanged-- The trial has been characterized as one of the most serious miscarriages of justice in United States history--most working people believed Pinkerton agents had provoked the incident. On June 26, 1893, Illinois Governor John Peter Altgeld signed pardons for Fielden, Neebe, and Schwab after having concluded all eight defendants were innocent. The governor said the reason for the bombing was the city of Chicago's failure to hold Pinkerton guards responsible for shooting workers. The pardons ended his political career--the police commander who ordered the dispersal was later convicted of corruption. The bomb thrower was never identified—the men were buried in Waldheim Cemetery in Chicago, which has now been designated a National Landmark [see graphic on p.476]

1888-time clock patented
Homestead Strike (1892)—iron workers outside Pittsburgh took on the Carnegie empire, though split by skilled/unskilled divisions—[graphic on p. 492-493]

Coeur d’Alene (1892)—silver miners at the Bunker Hill Mine in Idaho over retaining the 8-hour day—on May 125, 1893, as a result of the strike, The Western Federation of Miners was organized

Women’s Trade Union League (WTUL)—started in 1903 as a supporter of the union movement as a cross-class alliance to help women organize into AFL unions—dispute among members over admission of women and equal wages—Gompers, at least, recognized that paying women equal wages would encourage the hiring of men--
THE EDUCATION MOVEMENT—education was always looked upon as a path to social mobility—in 1891, the first national correspondence school was opened by Thomas Jefferson Foster, who wanted to provide schooling for immigrant, and mostly illiterate, miners—
URBAN REFORM--The city was the main area for reform and “urban planning” became more popular—bossism—

Samuel Jones—established Golden Rule Hall for social reformers, supported by his factory, The Acme Sucker Rod Company, manufacturing parts for the new oil industry in which he had worked for many years, where he voluntarily had the 8-hour day with a $2/day minimum wage, co-operative insurance and a Christmas bonus—was elected four times as mayor of Toledo, OH, advocating public ownership of utilities, free parks and playgrounds and an end to corruption--
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Henry George—Progress and Poverty (1879) made the author, a printer from the east originally, he went to sea as a teenager and finally settled in San Francisco—was called the third most famous man in the US, after Mark Twain and Thomas Edison, and advocated a single-tax as the solution to the inequality of wealth in the country—he saw the monopolies as the cause of poverty and unemployment, not as the great social virtue—advocated high taxation or government ownership—as a man of the 19th century, he maintained that all land should be common property--ran for Mayor of New York City in 1886, as a candidate of the United Labor Party and came in second, beating Teddy Roosevelt but lost to Tammany candidate Abraham Hewitt in an election which the union members thought was fixed-- –George’s opposition to Chinese immigration was based on his belief that the immigrants lowered wages—

“How can a man be said to have a country when he has not right of a square inch of it? 


In the Preface to Progress and Poverty, George stated: 

Yet we must now face facts we cannot mistake. All over the world, we hear complaints of industrial depression: labor condemned to involuntary idleness; capital going to waste; fear and hardship haunting workers. All this dull, deadening pain, this keen, maddening anguish, is summed up in the familiar phrase "hard times." 
         This situation can hardly be accounted for by local causes. It is common to communities with widely differing circumstances, political institutions, financial systems, population densities, and social organization. There is economic distress under tyrannies, but also where power is in the hands of the people. Distress where protective tariffs hamper trade, but also where trade is nearly free. Distress in countries with paper money, and in countries with gold and silver currencies. 
        Beneath all this, we can infer a common cause. It is either what we call material progress, or something closely connected with it. What we call an industrial depression is merely an intensification of phenomena that always accompany material progress. They show themselves more clearly and more strongly as progress goes on. 

Where do we find the deepest poverty, the hardest struggle for existence, the greatest enforced idleness? Why, wherever material progress is most advanced. That is to say, where population is densest, wealth greatest, and production and exchange most highly developed. In older countries, destitution is found amid the greatest abundance. 

Conversely, workers emigrate to newer countries seeking higher wages. Capital also flows there seeking higher interest. They go where material progress is still in earlier stages. The older countries, where material progress has reached its later stages, is where poverty occurs. 

http://www.henrygeorge.org/pcontents.htm 
NATIONAL POLITICS IN THE GILDED AGE—the domination of the wealthy in politics—Congress became stronger than the president, and sectional loyalties prevailed—


Republicans—northeastern Yankees, Scandinavian Lutherans across the frontier states

Democrats—urban immigrant workers, southern whites—important aspect to immigrant assimilation was their rise in politics—even John Kehoe was an elected official in Pottsville—before he was hanged as a Molly!
Importance of 3rd parties in presidential elections—

After Hayes came into office in 1876, the Republicans broke into three factions:

1. The “Stalwarts,” led by Sen. Roscoe Conkling of New York, who denounced “snivel service” as interference with the spoils system
2. The “Half Breeds,” led by Senator James G. Blaine of Maine, who advocated some spoils

3. The “Mugwumps,” a reform-minded group from the northeast, who took the Algonquin word for “chief” but were denounced as indecisive, “sitting on a fence with their mugs on one side and their wumps on the other”—included Carl Schurz and Henry Ward Beecher and who wanted civil service reform and “efficiency” in government
Four important national issues:


1. The tariff—the federal government depended upon tariffs and excise taxes (tobacco and liquor) for revenues—high tariffs could protect US industrial companies, and indirectly the workers,--Democrats wanted low tariffs and minimal government interference in the marketplace

2. Currency—complicated and controversial issue, involving gold, paper and silver, debtors and borrowers, miners and printers—by 1873, the country was on the gold standard—large discovery of silver swing the debate back--

3. Civil service—an attempt to overcome the spoils/patronage system but also to bar immigrants and urban machine bosses from the spoils system—public employment became a step to social mobility for many generations of immigrants—Charles Guiteau, who assassinated President James A. Garfield on July 2, 1881  was frustrated office seeker, who claimed to be responsible for Garfield’s win and wanted an ambassadorship—by 1888, the practice of corporate campaign contributions (talk about history repeating itself) was well-established—The Pendleton Act (1883) began to mandate examinations for civil service--

4. Government regulation of railroads—huge source of graft
1880 Election--after Hayes did not run, the Republicans nominated James A. Garfield and Chester A. Arthur while the Democrats nominated Civil War hero Winfield Scott Hancock and Garfield won—Garfield was assassinated on July 2, 1881, by a frustrated office seeker for one of the 150,000 jobs in the federal bureaucracy—Charles Guiteau, who had repeatedly tried to see Blaine about getting an ambassadorship, stalked Garfield and shot him and  proclaimed "I am a Stalwart of the Stalwarts. .. Arthur is president now!!”— reform forces began to demand stronger civil service exams, which also included nativist and class prejudices—Blaine advocated “folding up the bloody shirt” to “shift the main issue to protectionism”—hoped to solidify the north, Midwest and west against the solidly Democratic south—supported high tariffs—while the Democratic Party grew with its base of immigrants, xenophobia and nativism became more popular
Pendleton Civil Service Act (1883)—established a Civil Service Commission and prohibited federal office holders from contributing to political campaigns—
1884 Election—Grover Cleveland nominated by the Democrats as a reform candidate against Blaine, but Cleveland had an illegitimate child--a disreputable newspaper in Buffalo, NY published allegations that Cleveland fathered an illegitimate son with a 36 year old widow, Maria Halpin, in 1874. Cleveland was never sure the child was his but because he could not be sure the child was not his, he did the honorable thing and "consented to make provision for the child"-- Following the electoral victory, the "Ma, Ma , where’s my Pa?" attack phrase gained a classic rejoinder: "Gone to the White House. Ha! Ha! Ha!"–Cleveland got the support of the Mugwumps--a Blaine supporter denounced the Democrats as “run, Romanism and Rebellion,” an anti-Irish slur so the Irish vote went heavily to Cleveland

1888 Election—Cleveland turned out for Republican Benjamin Harrison—Cleveland returned in 1892—Cleveland became anti-tariff and advocated “free trade” while Harrison supported protectionism and carried all of the western and northern states, except CT and NJ
· The Equal Rights Party ran Belva P. Lockwood for President

· The Union Labor Party ran Robert H. Cowdrey for president--organized in Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1887 in an attempt to unite the remnants of the Greenback Labor Party with wage earners who had been politicized by industrial conflicts. The Haymarket Riot of 1886 led to a major backlash against organized labor and created a political climate hostile to labor parties. Consequently, during the 1888 presidential campaign neither major party made overtures to organized labor,
· The Prohibition Party ran Clinton B. Fisk
Local politics—referendums on temperance and in the Midwest, legislation requiring that school be taught in English—the development of a strong “party” system—immigration, and immigrants, were important aspect as the “know nothing” mentality was in conflict with the shrewdness of early ward bosses in ethnic neighborhoods—the Democrats figured out how to capture the white immigrant vote, although some groups of immigrants, especially from Germany and France, were political exiles and joined the socialist parties here—in some states, like New Mexico, the original settlers—the Mexicans—were dispossessed by greedy landowners and ranchers, who stirred up racist feelings in support—
George H. Dubois, Jr.—Cross-Class Alliances and the Birth of Liberalism: Maryland Workers, 1865-1916—shows how workers looked at independent political action or coalitions with “middle class”  


1890—Peffer was elected senator from Kansas—was a little bit of a joke among the easterners, who had not seen the populist movement in their states
At the national level, the 1890s were a turbulent period for many, a struggle, as Sockless Jerry Simpson called it, between “the robbers and the robbed”—the big corporations often employed senators or Congressmen, through the control of state legislatures—Nelson Aldrich did not object to being called “the senator from Standard Oil” and his daughter married John D. Rockefeller, Jr.
Nash looks at five national issues of the period, and three of them involve dealing with the economy—the threat of international trade and the growth of the trusts:

1. Trusts and monopolies--The Sherman Anti-Trust Act (1890), sponsored by Sen. John Sherman, a Republican from Ohio—the major move against monopolies by outlawing pools and trusts but the Supreme Court, in The United States v E.C. Knight (1895) ruled that the sugar refiner, which controlled 95% of the industry in the US, was not a monopoly—in fact, the Act was most often used against unions, and Richard Olney used it to break the American Railway Union in the Pullman strike in 1894—was later used against the trusts by President Teddy Roosevelt and by President William Howard Taft—
Even today, the act is controversial because it represents government “interference in the marketplace”—Alan Greenspan wrote” No one will ever know what new products, processes, machines, and cost-saving mergers failed to come into existence, killed by the Sherman Act before they were born. No one can ever compute the price that all of us have paid for that Act which, by inducing less effective use of capital, has kept our standard of living lower than would otherwise have been possible.”
2. Tariffs—the first tariff was passed in 1812, supported by Alexander Hamilton—tariffs after the Civil war protected textiles, steel and some agricultural products and raised enormous revenues to pay off the Civil war debt--in 1890, Senator William McKinley raised tariffs over the protests of agrarian interests, to protect eastern industrial interests—the passage of the tariff was part of the defeat for civil rights legislation, ending federal protection for voting rights of southern blacks—the highest tariff ever passed in the US--
3. The money question—silver was attractive to debtors and farmers who originally organized the Greenback Labor Party, a coalition of urban workers and farmers, advocating the issuing of paper money not necessarily backed by gold or silver, as had been done during the Civil war—the party elected 14 men to Congress in 1878, and Powderly was elected Mayor of Scranton, PA for 3 terms, but the party collapsed and the supporters of “free silver” dominated the political debates--so the Sherman Silver Purchase Act (1890) ordered the US Treasury to buy 4.5 million ounces of silver every month and to issue paper Treasury notes for it, even though the gold standard still existed—mining interest had mind a huge oversupply of silver and needed to sell it to keep prices up but people who bought “silver” certificates traded them in for gold, depleting national reserves----
4. Rights for blacks—basically the federal government stopped any support or enforcement, as described above--
5. Pensions for civil war veterans—the “billion dollar Congress” granted generous pensions, paid for by revenue from tariffs on manufactured products
The real political issue, according to Roark, were farmers and workers against bankers and corporate monopolies—
The Southern Alliance, founded in the merger of the National Farmers Alliance (founded in 1880) joined The Agricultural Wheel to represent farmers and to challenge the railroads--
Wounded Knee (December 29, 1890)—the last massacre of the Lakota Sioux Nation by the US Army after the Great Sioux Reservation of South Dakota was divided into five segments to accommodate homesteaders—while the Bureau of Indian affairs was supposed to provide food to the tribe, a traditional hunter/gatherer tribe, the BIA was corrupt and regarded the native Americans as “lazy Indians”--—even though the Native Americans were prepared to turn themselves in at the Pine Ridge, SD, agency, the army opened fire using Hotchkiss guns, a revolving barrel machine gun—5 barrels, each of which could fire 43 bullets/minute with an accuracy range of 1,000 yards—
ELECTION OF 1892
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The People’s Party (1892)—for Roark, this is a major election in US history--built out of resentment over the railroads and the political domination of eastern industrial interests, with support from the Grange, the Knights of Labor and Farmers Alliances—Leonidas Polk was their presidential candidate—Polk was an early leader of the Grange (the Patrons of Husbandry), an agricultural organization that had limited success in North Carolina.   In 1886, Polk founded the Progressive Farmer and editorialized for agriculture improvement, farmer club organization, and establishment of a separate state agricultural college under the Morrill Act.  In 1887, the North Carolina College of Agricultural and Mechanic Arts (later N.C. State) was established; many believed this educational achievement would have been impossible without Polk’s support—Polk believed that “the great West, the Great South and the great Northwest” should join politically to “run the government in the interests of the people” [see graphic of campaign poster on p. 486]
“Raise less corn and more hell”—Mary F. Lease, often called “the people’s Joan of Arc” [see photo on p.490]
By the election, Polk had died and James B. Weaver ran—a former Union officer from Iowa—the People’s Party has the Omaha platform, written by Ignatius Donnelly (1831-1901) who had tried to start a utopian colony in Minnesota called Nininger City and later became a Republican Congressman, a strong supporter of the Freedman’s Bureau and of women’s suffrage—his platform advocated 

· a graduated income tax, 
· direct election of senators and Congressmen, who were at the time elected by state legislatures
· popular initiatives, referendums and the secret ballot
· 8-hour day
· Immigration restriction
· Ban the use of Pinkertons to break strikes
· Free and unlimited coinage of silver, which gained the support of western miners and mine owners
· Higher agricultural prices, which hurt the party among urban workers
· Government ownership of railroads, telegraphs and telephones

Weaver got more than 1 million votes and carried four state and parts of two others for 22 Electoral College votes, the beginning of the hidden history of third parties—did not run well in cities or among workers, or even among Midwestern farmers—most discontented workers voted for Grover Cleveland, who won over the incumbent, Benjamin Harrison [see election chart on p. 499]

James Weaver stated:”We are nearing a serious crisis. If the present strained relations between wealth owners and wealth producers continue much longer they will ripen into frightful disaster. This universal discontent must be quickly interpreted and its causes removed. There is now power on earth that can defeat us. It is the fight between capital and labor, and labor is in the vast majority.” (Clark, America’s Gilded age, p. 137)

One of the most controversial aspects of the Populists was their eagerness to join with black farmers in the south, which raised racist opposition from white southerners—Tom Watson of Georgia campaigned through the south proclaiming that racism obscured the common issues for poor blacks and whites—like Powderly, he appeared on platforms with black farmers to “wipe out the color line”—he rallied 2,000 armed Populists when threatened by white Georgians and armed white Populists would often ride to prevent the lynching of a black----

The Populists in this election were determined to stick with economic issues, and avoided both the Temperance and the women’s movements, infuriating Frances Willard, who accused the convention of “crooked methods . . . employed to scuttle these planks.” (p. 488) [see photo of Willard on p. 488]

Depression of 1893—a bad time that lasted from 1893-1897, based on the global economy—depression started in Europe and spread to the US—overextension by railroads and farmers—on February 20, the Pennsylvania and Reading Railroads go into receivership as the first sign of the imminent depression--16,000 business failures and 500 bank closures—3 millions workers (20% of the workforce) was unemployed—armies of tramps—President Cleveland had to convince JP Morgan to step in, buy gold abroad and supply it to the US Treasury—Cleveland held firm to the position that it was not the government’s responsibility to help out unemployed workers with relief—
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In 1894, there were 1,400 industrial strikes involving more than 700,000 workers—an even more powerful movement was the unemployed and homeless men

Coxey’s Army—also known as “The First March on Washington,” the pilgrimage was led by the Populist millionaire from Ohio, Jacob Coxey, who stated ”What I am after is to try to put this country in a condition so that no man who wants to work shall be obliged to remain idle”-- the march originated with 100 men in Massillon, OH, on March 25, 1894 and passed through Pittsburgh and Homestead, picking up men displaced by the Homestead strike and eventually reached almost 6,000 men who marched on Washington in 1894 to demand public works jobs—the leaders were arrested for walking on the Capitol grass—some of the most militant Coxeyites were those who formed their own "armies" in Pacific Northwest centers such as Butte, Tacoma, Spokane, and Portland. Many of these protesters were unemployed railroad workers who blamed railroad companies, President Cleveland's monetary policies, and excessive freight rates for their plight. The climax of this movement was perhaps on April 21, 1894 when William Hogan and approximately 500 followers commandeered a Northern Pacific Railway train for their trek to Washington, D.C. They enjoyed support along the way, which enabled them to fight off the federal marshals attempting to stop them. Federal troops finally apprehended the Hoganites near Forsyth, Montana. While the protesters never made it to the capital, the military intervention they provoked proved to be a rehearsal for the federal force that broke the Pullman Strike that year—Coxey had a son named “Legal Tender” –both Jack London and a young miner named Bill Haywood participated in Coxey’s Army while L(yman). Frank Baum observed the march in Washington and when he wrote The Wizard of Oz in 1900, he included symbolic figures from the march
In his story, "Two Thousand Stiffs," (published in hardcover as part of the collection The Road, 1907)  London describes his experiences as a member of Kelly's Army. The story gives a vivid account on a personal level of the motivations of the unemployed "stiffs", the military style organization of their army, and the more and less willing support given them by more fortunate Americans who were still sympathetic to their cause. In London's description, he joined Kelly's Army at Council Bluffs, Iowa and remained with it until its dissolution at the Mississippi River, a dissolution caused primarily by the inability to capture trains for transportation from an alerted railroad industry

President Cleveland blamed the recession on the Silver Purchase Act and convinced Congress to repeal it
Chicago World’s Fair (1893)—for World’s Fairs generally, the period from 1800 to 1938 could be called “the era of industrialization” because, world expositions were especially focused on trade and famous for the display of technological inventions and advancements--the Chicago Exposition is legendary--The World's Columbian Exposition was financially immensely successful. By October, monthly attendance had reached over 6.8 million paid visitors, doubling August's total of 3.5 million. Chicago Day (October 9) alone saw 716,881 Fairgoers entering the White City. The concession stands brought in over $4 million, the Ferris Wheel turned a profit, and when all the calculations were complete, the Exposition itself more than broke even, with a $1 million surplus to be returned to its 30,000 stockholders. No exposition in the nineteenth century could boast such success, and the World's Columbian Exposition became the standard by which all future fairs were measured-- The Fair positioned itself as a cultural event, and included music as an important element in that scheme. John Phillip Sousa's work was frequently performed by the many marching bands on the Fairgrounds, Anton Dvorak composed the New World Symphony in honor of the Exposition, and a young piano player named Scott Joplin was quietly developing a new sound in music while working at the Fair—ragtime--most of all, the Columbian Exposition was a spectacle for the emerging technology that would power and transform the coming new century—electricity—also created an entertainment area called “the Midway,” featuring Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show--by the turn of the century, the first permanent recreation of the concept of the Midway was established at Coney Island, New York, and has been followed by scores of permanent amusement and theme parks throughout the country [see detail on pp. 484-483]

Junk food—two street vendors, Frederick and Louis Rueckheim, sold a mixture of popcorn, molasses and peanuts at the Exposition—by 1896, they perfected the recipe and called it Cracker Jack, and packaged it to preserve freshness while shipped across the country—Cracker Jack is generally considered to be America’s first junk food—in addition,  the Exposition was the place for the debut of consumer products including Cream of Wheat, Shredded Wheat, Pabst Beer, Aunt Jemima syrup, and Juicy Fruit gum


PROHIBITION--an excellent article called “How Dry We Aren’t” by Richard Zacks described the efforts of an obscure police commissioner in New York City named Theodore Roosevelt, to enforce the sale of beer, wine and liquor on Sunday—TR ran for mayor in 1886, losing to Abraham Hewitt and Henry George, author of Progress and Poverty--Worried that T.R. was letting his political future slip away and obviously aware of his unhappiness, Henry Cabot Lodge, another young Republican reformer and a friend of T.R.'s, convinced him to accept a job on the New York City Police Commission, supervising one of the country’s most corrupt police forces, supported by the Tammany Hall machine----the city had Sabbath Laws which started in the 1850s, which prohibited sporting events, theater performances as well as alcohol on Sundays—working-class men who worked 6 days a week were opposed and defied the law—police were bribed by saloon keepers—when TR was elected he vowed to reunite families on Sundays and argued that wages saved from spending in saloons would support families—TR was accused on hypocrisy since wealthy people could get drinks in private clubs—Pulitzer called him “A little tin czar”—in the 1895 election, Tammany candidates campaigned against him but state legislation expanded the shutdown period to midnight Saturday to 5 a.m. Sunday—the law, however, exempted “hotels” with more than 10 rooms that served “meals” so the saloons added “rooms” so they could sell around the clock--
LABOR ISSUES


Cripple Creek Miners Strike (1894)—the Panic of 1893 and the dispute over silver brought hard times to the mining industry—Cripple Creek was the center of the goldfields with decent wages and the 8-hour day—when the owners tried to extend the work day, the newly organized western Federation of Miners struck and controlled the town, with Populist mayor and Populist governor Davis H. Waite of CO—prevented the mine owners from using their private armies--


The Pullman Strike (1894)—started in the manufacturing area when workers joined the ARU—involved 50,000 workers and 4,000 federal troops, called out by Attorney General Richard Olney [see photo on p. 494]—this strike made Eugene V. Debs a national figure
Cripple Creek (1894)—a 5-month strike by the WFM at gold mines and was the only strike in US history where militia  were called out to support the strikers—after the Panic of 1893, the owners tried to lengthen the work day from 8 to 10 hours with no increase in pay-- The Cripple Creek strike was a major victory for the miners' union. The WFM used the success of the strike to organize almost every worker in the Cripple Creek region — including waitresses, laundry workers, bartenders and newsboys — into 54 local unions. The WFM flourished in the Cripple Creek area for almost a decade, even helping to elect most county officials (including the new sheriff)--the Cripple Creek strike also transformed the Western Federation of Miners enormously as a political entity. The year-old union, weak and penniless before the strike, became widely admired among miners throughout the West. Thousands of workers joined the union over the next few years.


1895—William Randolph Hearst bought The New York Morning Journal and started “yellow journalism,” from the comic strip “the Yellow Kid”—24% of the paper was crime—sensationalism sells--

Election of 1896—Nash calls it one of the most critical elections in US history—the discredited Cleveland was being challenged but there was not yet a consensus that the federal government had any responsibility for helping workers in a depression—95% of eligible voters went to the polls-
· Republicans nominated William McKinley, a creature of Mark Hanna, and when he supported the gold standard, advocates of free silver, representing miners and farmers, walked out of the convention—“the full dinner pail”--Hanna used fear of the Populists to raise $ 4 million in campaign contributions—bosses, like at Steinway Piano, threatened to close their factories if the workers voted Democrat-
· Democrats nominated William Jennings Bryant, after his famous “cross of gold” speech at the convention, called by History Matters as “the most famous speech in American political history” on July 9, 1896 at the convention in Chicago-- http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5354 —“If they dare to come out in the open field and defend the gold standard as a good thing, we shall fight them to the uttermost, having behind us the producing masses of the nation and the world. Having behind us the commercial interests and the laboring interests and all the toiling masses, we shall answer their demands for a gold standard by saying to them, you shall not press down upon the brow of labor this crown of thorns. You shall not crucify mankind upon a cross of gold.”--thought that support of free silver as a single issue would get more support—one obstacle was the nomination of Arthur M. Sewall, a Maine railroad director and bank president, for VP—William Jennings Bryan is first candidate to campaign in an automobile as he toured the country-[see Bryan button on p. 499]
Cross of Gold speech http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HeTkT5-w5RA&feature=related 
· Populists, called “the fusion Populists” because they wanted to align with the Democrats, who supported Bryan, refused to campaign for Sewall—the Populists agreed to support Bryan but ran Tom Watson for VP—basically ended the Populist Party as an independent party and, in the south, farmers drifted back to the Democrats--
McKinley used the first expensive media campaign, with the slogan “the full dinner pail”—supported the gold standard with the phrase “as good as gold”—huge turnout after Bryant toured the country and even though he got 47% of the vote, the Republican Party became dominant (except for Woodrow Wilson) until 1932—the Populists disappeared—

McKinley’s campaign manager was Mark Hanna, who famously remarked that “There are two things that are important in politics. The first is money and I can’t remember what the other one is.”
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L. Frank Baum was a supporter and wrote The Wizard of Oz as an allegory of the Populist movement—born of a wealthy family, Baum moved to Aberdeen, Dakota Territory in July, 1888, and published a newspaper before writing The Wizard in 1900—he was the secretary of the Aberdeen Women’s Suffrage Club but also wrote two editorials after Wounded Knee to support the view that the safety of white settlers depended upon the extermination of the Native Americans--the whole question of “Oz”: was it the file cabinet, “o-z,” or was it for “ounces,” a reference to the free silver platform of the Populists?—when he wrote The Wizard of Oz in 1900, he included:

· The scarecrow, who represents the American Farmer.  
·  The tin man, who represents the American Industrial Worker.  
· The cowardly lion, who represents a cowardly politician, most likely William Jennings Bryan  
All are on their way to the see the Wizard of Oz, who in the book is described to resemble William McKinley.  They are on their way to the city of Oz, which represents Washington D.C.
1888-Thomas Edison produced the first moving picture, using technology developed by George Eastman of Rochester, the founder of Kodak--

Discovery of gold in Alaska and the Spanish-American War also brought the US more into the global economy—

Also continued expansion into the west—on April 22, 1889, the 2 million acres in Oklahoma that had been given to the Native Americans, were opened to “Sooners,” and 50,000 rushed in to claim the land


February 22, 1889—President Cleveland signed legislation for statehood for North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana and Washington--
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